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INTRODUCTION 


The Liberty Seated serles Is one of the longest In UeSe history, stretching 55 years, from 1837 through 1891. 
The only serles which last longer are the LIncoln cent (83 years and climbing) and the Washington quarter (60 
years and climbIng). However, the Liberty Seated serles can stil! claim victory If one takes Into account that 
all stx stlver denominations bore essentially the same design: 


Liberty Seated Half Dime 1837-1873 
Liberty Seated Dime 1837-1891 
Liberty Seated Twenty Cent Plece 1875-1878 
Liberty Seated Quarter 1838-1891 
Liberty Seated Half Dollar 1839-1891 
Liberty Seated Dollar 1840-1873 


Combined, then, these colns represent more dates and mintmarks than any other serles In U.S. history. 


Interestingly, though, the Liberty Seated serles Is one of the most overlooked and undercollected In 
numismatics. The majority of collectors who specialize In 19th Century colnage (whether by date or by dle 
varlety) focus thelr attention on early copper and slIiver (Bust) colnage. Other collectors focus on 20th 
Century materltal, working on high-grade sets. This leaves the Liberty Seated serles (as wel! as the Barber 
serles, which will be the subject of Monograph #4) to be collected and studied by a relatively smal! number of 
collectors. 


This lack of attention by the numismatic community, however, has a very strong upside. That Is, most of the 
colns, even low mintage ones, are avallable at extremely reasonable pricese While Investors and some 
collectors shell out many thousands of dollars for high-grade common Morgan Dollars and Walking Liberty Half 
Dollars, for example, the discerning collector can spend a small fraction of that for colns that are many 
times more difficult to locate - In any grade. 


To add Icing on the cake, the Liberty Seated serles offers an unbellevable cornucopla of fascinating 
varleties. These Include: 

- double struck slides; 

- doubled, tripled, and repunched dates; 

- overdates; 

- different date sizes, configurations, and placements; and 

- different mintmark sizes, configurations, and placements. 


The vast majority of these varieties are not Identified In the Redbook, but many of them are truly rare, 
offering the discerning and patient collector a real "cherrypicker's delight." (This monograph will Identify 
many dozens of varieties that are belleved to be rare, very rare, or extremely rare - for your cherrypIckIng 
pleasure! ) 


Unfortunately, very |Ittle Is known about survival rates of Liberty Seated colns, compared to what Is_ known 
about Bust copper and sliver colnse While these early serles have been collected and studied by special lzed 
collectors for a century or more, research on the Liberty Seated serles Is sparse. There are estImated rarity 
ratings for some dates and varleties, but not the majority. 


Again, though, what may seem |Ike a drawback can actually be a benefit. That Is, since there are so few people 
cherrypIckIng varletiles because they are known to be rare, I+ leaves all the more for collectors who 
speclallze In the serles. 


Like early stiver colnage, many milllons of Liberty Seated colns were melted during the 19th Century. As such, 
mintage flgures are not particularly representative of survival: 


- Some coins that had many milllons minted may only have a few thousand surviving today. 

- Conversely, some that had only a few thousand minted may have the majority of them surviving today. 
Late-date quarters and half dollars (1879-1890) are an example. While mintage flgures are In the mere 
thousands, almost all of these were saved by collectors of the day, because thelr mintages were so low. 


Part of the problem In determining rarity ratings (survival estimates) for Liberty Seated colns Is the 
Inexpensiveness of the colns. That Is, a primary source of rarity rating Information Is auction frequency (how 
often varleties turn up at auction). Since few auction houses will auction coins that sel! for under $100, 
most Bust colnage In circulated grades above Very Fine (VF) Is falr game to be auctioned, allowing speclallsts 
to track frequency rates. The vast majority of clIrculated Liberty Seated colns, on the other hand, with the 
exception of the dollars, are avallable for substantlally less than $100 aplece. As such, about the only 
Liberty Seated colns that show up at auction are uncirculated specimens and rare circulated specimens. 
Conjectures about the survival rates of clrculated specimens cannot be made from this data, however, for two 
reasons: 

1 - There ts usually IIttle relationship between the survival rate of uncirculated Liberty Seated colIns and 
thelr circulated counterparts. That Is, one varlety might have 50 examples surviving In uncIrculated and 500 
In clrculated, while another might have 100 examples In uncIirculated and 300 In circulated. 

2 - Since rare circulated dates often do cost more than $100 aplece, these are offered frequently at 
auction, while the more common (and less expensive) dates are not. Thus, simply totalling up frequency of 
colns by appearance at auction would suggest that the common colns are rare, and vice versa. 


The best source for beginning to conduct a survival estimate study of Liberty Seated colnage, then, Is dealer 
fixed price IlIsts. Such a task, however, Is extremely tedious, because I+ Is not just a matter of going 
through dealer ads each time they appear. Many colns appear over and over again In ads before they are sold. 
Thus, simply totalling up colns In each ad would lead to skewed results. The same coln might get |!sted ten 
times. The only accurate way to make such a study Is to II!st each coln, Its grade, Its price, special 
Identifying characteristics (If any), the date It appeared for sale, and the dealer offering It for sale. 
Then, the detalis Identified from thls can be compared to future colns offered for sale by the same dealer, 


and duplicates can be elIminated. 


Certainly, dealer |Ists are only one source of beginning to develop survival rates. Other sources must be 
taken Into consideration. In addition, dealer |IIsts have a drawback In that few of them tdentify colns by 
varlety. So, while the IIsts can begin to polnt researchers In the direction of survival estimates by date and 
mintmark, they cannot help when It comes to estimating survival rates by variety. 


Recently, | have begun to undertake a comprehensive survival estimate study for the Liberty Seated serles. If 
early results bear frult, | will continue this effort and publish the results through the NCCA at some time In 


the future. 


In the meantime, thls monograph will provide rarity Information In three formats: 
- the rarest dates for each denomination In uncirculated grades, In order of rarity (from ten years of 


auction data); 
- the rarest dates for each denomination In circulated grades, not necessarily In any order; and 


- the rarest varleties that you can cherryplck. 


RESEARCH SOURCES 


Anyone who wants to collect the Liberty Seated series needs at least two books: 

- The first Is Walter Breen's Complete Encyclopedia of UeS» and Colonial Colns, which Identifies all of the 
major varieties of Liberty Seated colnage for all denominations. 

- The second Is elther a recent copy of A Guidebook of United States Coins (the "Redbook") or Coln World's 
Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of United States Coins, both of which provide summary data on the 


serles and current prices. 


Beyond these, there are six other volumes that provide valuable Information on the sertes: 


- The first three are the three-volume series, The Gobrecht Journal, Collective Volumes !, II, and III. 
Volume | covers articles published In The Gobrecht Journal (the official journal of the Liberty Seated 
Collectors Club) between 1975 and 1980. Volume |! covers articles from 1980 to 1985. Volume I1! (avallable as 


of June 1991) covers articles from 1985 to 1990. These handy reference volumes cover articles on everything 
from the serles In general to detal! on Individual colns. 

- The next two are United States Three-Cent and Five-Cent Pleces (which covers Liberty Seated half dimes) 
and United States Dimes, Quarters, and Half Dollars, both by Q. David Bowers. While these books don't provide 
a lot of Information on collecting aspects of the Liberty Seated serles, they offer some observations and 
history that can assist the collector In hls pursult. 

- The sixth Is America's Silver Colnage, 1794-1891, published by the American Numismatic Soclety as part of 
Its Colnage of the Americas Conference series. 


If you plan to speclallze by denomination, here are some other books that are aval lable: 
- Half Dimes: The UnIted States Half Dimes (Danlel W. Valentine). 
- Dimes: Encyclopedia of United States Liberty Seated Dimes (Kamal Ahwash). 
- Twenty-Cent Pleces: No book published, and none needed, belng only a four-year serles. Use Breen's 





encyclopedia. 

—- Quarters: No book pub!lIshed. Use Breen's encyclopedia. 

- Half Dollars: A Register of Half Dollar Dle Varleties and Sub-Varleties (M.L. Belstie). This book Is 
grossly outdated (1929), so Breen's encyclopedia Is recommended. 

- Dollars: The Liberty Seated Dollar, 1840-1873 (Welmar W. White). 


For publishing detalls on these books, as wel! as where they can be purchased, see NCCA's Monograph #1 
("Numismatic Literature"). 


Finally, anyone serlous about collecting Liberty Seated colnage should JoIn the Liberty Seated Collectors 
Club: 

Lscc 

PO Box 1062 

Midland MI 48641 

$10 per year ($11 for first-year members) 

PublIshes The Gobrecht Journal three times per year. 


As of June 1991, the LSCC had all three Collective Volumes (discussed above) for sale, although the first two 
were almost sold out. 


TABLE 1 


Table 1 shows the frequency of uncirculated specimens of Liberty Seated colnage offered by major numismatic 
auction houses from 1981 through 1990 (ten years). It IIsts the 25 most eluslve colns In each denomination. 


There are several caveats that need to be explained: 

1 - The only coins I!sted are those that are Identified In the Redbook. That Is, there are several hundred 
other varleties that are very rare or extremely rare, but which are not |Isted In the Redbook. SInce auction 
houses rarely Identify varieties except those IIsted In the Redbook, It was Impossible In thls study to 
Identify these other varletles. 

2 - Just because an auction house graded a coln as uncIrculated does not necessarily mean that It was. Likely, 
some of the specimens were AU. 

3 - The data also does not take multiple appearances Into account. That Is, It Is possible that some of the 
colns offered for sale were the same specimens that were put up for auction time and agaln during the decade. 
4 - As discussed earller In thls monograph, uncIrculated rarlty does not equate with circulated rarity. That 
Is, while some of the coins IIsted as difficult to find In uncirculated are also difficult to find In 
circulated grades, many more are very easy to find In circulated grades. One reason for this Is that most 
collectors In the mid- and late 1800s IIved In the East Coast, where they had ready access to uncirculated 
specimens of Philadelphia colnage to put away before they reached circulation. In addition, most of these 
collectors collected by date only, not date and mintmark.e As _ such, they had no need to locate uncIrculated 
specimens of New Orleans, Carson CIty, or San Francisco colns. Thus, while many thousands of Philadelphia mir 
colns were preserved In uncIrculated condition, only a small! fraction of colns from the other mints’ were 
preserved. And as you will notice, almost all coins (other than varleties, overdates, etc.) IIsted In Table 1 
are from these three other mints. te 


TABLE 2 


Table 2 !Ists a number of Liberty Seated colns that are somewhat difficult to locate In circulated grades. As 
explained earller, It would be a mammoth task to determine survival estimates for circulated Liberty Seated 
colnage (with the exception of the Dollars, which Is covered In Welmar White's book). As such, the next best 
thing Is a chronological |Isting of colns In each denomination that are somewhat difficult to locate. Again, 
these colns are not lI1sted In order of frequency/rarity, but rather by date. 

In additton, the number of colns IIsted Is somewhat related to the length of the denomination. That Is, the 
half dimes and the dollars were shorter serles than the dimes, quarters, and half dollars. As such, fewer 
colns are |lIstedas difficult to find In the first two denominations. 
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TABLES. 3-= 6 


These tables are designed to provide Information on rare, very rare, and extremely rare varleties of Liberty 
Seated colnage that are not !Isted In the Redbook. As such, they represent a "cherryplicker's delight." 


All of the colns are |!Isted In Walter Breen's Complete Encyclopedia of UeSe and Colonial Colns, and It Is 
strongly recommended that you obtaln a copy of thls book, In that Is provides photos of many of the varleties, 
as well as more detalled descriptions than are offered here. 


Column 1 In each table Identifles the date (and major varlety If appropriate.) 
Column 2 In each table describes the variety. 
Column 3 In each table shows how rare the coln Is (according to Breen's estimates): 
R = Rare (31-80 belleved to remain In existence) 
VR Very Rare (13-30 belleved to rematn In exIstence) 
XR Extremely Rare (4-12 belleved to remain In ex!stence) 
Column 4 In each table IIsts the corresponding Breen Number for the varlety. 


Each table represents a different type of varlety: 
Table 3 lists mintmark varleties 

Table 4 IIsts date doubl!Ing and repunching varieties. 
Table 5 IIsts date configuration varleties. 

Table 6 |Ists overdate varleties. 

Table 7 |!Ists side doubling varleties. 

Table 8 |Ists miscellaneous varleties. 


TABLE 3 


HALF DIMES 
1839-0 Large O VR 3014 1857-S Medium §S XR 4014 
1840-0 No Drapery Small letters 1873-S Double S$ R 4068 
Large round 0 R 3018 1875-S T.l reve Minute S R 4075 
1841-0 Large wide 0 XR 3027 1875-S Tell reve Medium S$ R 4077 
1844-0 Large O R 3037 1875-S T.Il reve Tall narrow S R 4078 
1848-0 Smal! round 0 XR 3049 1876-CC T.I rev. Small wide CC R 4087 
1850-0 Small round thin O R = 3058 1877-CC Tel! reve Smal! CC VR 4100 
1854-0 Thin Incomplete 0 VR 3072 
HALF DOLLARS 
DIMES 
1840-0 Medium 0 VR 4751 
1839-0 Large round 0 XR 3225 1840-0 Smal! 0 R 4752 
1840-0 No Drapery Tall narrow O VR 83251 1843-0 Small O XR 4770 
1842-0 Small round 0 R 3241 1844-0 Small 0 VR 4774 
1849-0 Smal! round 0 R. 3262 1848-0 Closed 4 Small 0 XR 4813 
1850-0 Medium round O VR 3265 1855-0 O over horlz. 0 XR 4863 
1850-0 Small round 0 R 3266 1858-S Medium S R 4887 
1851-0 Smal! round 0 XR 3272 1859-S Medium S$ R 4894 
1856-0 Medium round 0 R 3298 1864-S Small narrow S VR 4920 
1856-0 Small round 0 XR 3299 1871-S 7 1 apart Minute narrow S R 4961 
1856-S Double-punched S XR 3301 1871=-S 7 1 apart Smal! broad §S R 4962 
1857-0 Medium O R 3306 1872-S Small broad S$ R 4966 
1859-0 Large heavy 0 R at? 1873-S Arrows Smal! broad S$ XR 4977 
1873-S Taller narrow S VR 3370 1874-S Tall narrow S VR 4983 
‘B75-S Tall narrow S 1874-S Tall narrow 
below wreath R 3381 double punched § R 4984 
1875-CC Close CC In wreath VR 3383 1874-S Small broad 
1876-S Type | Tall narrow S VR 3393 double punched S VR 4986 
1876-S_ Type I! Tall narrow S VR 3394 1874-S Minute S YR 4987 
1876-S Type !| Small S$ VR 3395 1875-S Small broad S$ VR 4991 
1877-S Type II Tals VR 3404 1875-S Tall narrow S VR 4992 
1884-S Large S VR 3427 1875-Cc Tall boldface CC XR 4996 
1S8/=S Large over small S VR 3438 1876-S_ T.l rev. Very small S R 4999 
1889-S Small S$ R 3446 1876-S T.ll rev. Micro S XR 5001 
1890-S Large over small S VR 3451 1876-S T.ll rev. Small S over 
1890-S Smail S$ R 3452 micro § XR 5002 
1891-0 O over horize 0 XR 3462 1876-CC T.l| rev. Ta0)-5old CC R 5003 
1891-0 O over S$ VR 3463 1877-S T.l reve Smal! doubled S VR 5010 
1891-S Open 9 Large over small S VR 3466 1877-S T.ll rev. Micro S$ XR 5014 
1891-S Closed 9 Small S R 3468 1877-CC T.l rev. Smallest CC VR 5017 
1877-CC Tel reve Smal! CC VR 5018 
1877-CC T.lIl reve Smallest CC XR 5019 
QUARTERS 
1840-0 No drapery MM to right R 3939 
1840-0 Drapery Large O VR 3941 
1843-0 Large 0 VR 3953 
1853-0 Soltd 0 XR 3993 
1854-0 Thin weak O VR 3998 
1854-0 Repunched O R 3999 
1854-0 Very small 0 XR 4001 


1847 

1853-0 Arrows 
1856 

1856-0 

1858 

1860 

1862 

1869 

1872-S 


1841 
1843 
1849 
1849 
1851 
1852 
1854 
1856 
1862 
1868 
1870 
1671=5 
1872 
1873 No arrows 
1874 

1876 Type I! 
1876-S Type | 
1877-CC Type | 
1877-CC Type | 
1879 

1879 

1882 

1886 

1888 

1891 

1891 

1891-0 

1891-0/S 

1891-S 


closed 5 


1844 
1845 
1846 
1846 
1846 
1847 Dbid rev dle 
1848 
1848 


HALF DIMES 


Repunched 18 
Repunched 3 
Double date 
Double date 
Double date 
Repunched 1, 0 
Double date 
Double date 
Triple date 


DIMES 


Double date 
Double date 
Repunched 49 
Repunched 9 
Repunched 51 
Double date 


Double-punched date 


Double date 
Double-punched 1 
Double date 
Double 
Double date 
Double date 
Double date 
Double-punched 4 
Repunched | 
Repunched 1, 6 
Repunched 1, 
Repunched 18 
Repunched 18 
Repunched | 
Repunched | 
Repunched 88 
Repunched 8 
Double date 
"Two tal!s".9 
Double date 
Double date 
Repunched first 1 


QUARTERS 


Double date 
Doubled date 
Dropped 6 

Repunched 46 
Doubled date 
Repunched 47 
Double date 
Triple date 


"Oo" In date 


last 7 


3042 
3067 
a a | 
3081 
3090 
3099 
3104 
bP 4, 
3136 


3234 
3243 
3258 
3259 
3269 
3274 
3284 
3293 
3326 
3344 
3351 
3356 
3359 
3365 
3375 
3389 
3392 
3407 
3408 
3415 
3416 
3425 
3455 
3440 
3455 
3456 
3459 
3464 
3469 


3955 
3964 
3966 
3967 
3968 
3971 
3974 
3975 


TABLE 4 
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1850 


1852 


1853 Arrows & rays 


1854 
1856 
1865 
1875 
1876 Tell reve 


1842 
1845-0 
1845-0 


1845-0 Small 0 


No drapery 
Smal! date 
Smal! date 


1846-0 
1846-0 
1847 
1847-0 
1848 Open 4 

1848 Closed 4 
1848 Closed 4 
1849 

1849 

1851 

1851 

1852 

1852 

1853 

1853-0 A&R 
1853-0 A&R 

1854 

1854-0 

1855-0 

1635-0 

1655-0 

1857 

1857-0 

1858 Type | rev. 
1858-0 

1858-0 

1859-0 

1865 

1873 No arrows 
1875 

1875-S 


1859-S 
1872 


Part of extra 1 
In border 
Double date 
Double date 
Repunched 1 
Repunched 6 


Ptly repunched date 


5 over small 5 
Repunched 876 


HALF DOLLARS 


Triple date 
5 over 5 
Triple date 


Repunched date 


Double punched date 


Repunched date 
Double date 
Double date 
Repunched 18 
Double date 
Repunched 18 
Double date 
Double date 
Repunched 851 
Repunched | 
Double date 


Ptly repunched date 


Double date 
Blundered | 
Double date 
Triple date 
Triple date 
Final 5 repunched 
Repunched 55 
Double date 
Blundered date 
Double date 
Double date 


First blundered dle 
Secnd blundered dle 


Blundered date 
Double date 
Repunched 3 
Double date 
Blundered obverse 


DOLLARS 


Repunched 18 
Blundered obverse 


XR 
VR 


AD A A APD a 


VR 
VR 


XR 
VR 


3979 
3986 
3990 
3995 
4007 
4040 
4074 
4083 


4763 
4780 
4782 


4785 
4793 
4794 
4800 
4805 
4807 
4809 
4810 
4816 
4817 
4825 
4826 
4830 
4831 

4838 
4842 
4843 
4848 
4855 
4860 
4861 

4862 
4875 
4875 
4880 
4884 

4885 

4891 

4924 

4970 

4990 

4994 


5462 
5491 


1854 
1862 


1843 

1847 

1849 

1851 

1853-0 

1854 

1854-0 

1858 

1876 Type || 
1876 Type || 


1850 
1850-0 
1854 


1839 

1845-0 

1846 Tall date 
1847 

1848 

1848-0 

1850 

1850-0 

1853 A&R 
1864-S 

1871 


Table 5 


HALF DIMES 


Date overlaps base 
Date slants up 
to right 


DIMES 


Thin shallow date 
Date overlaps base 
Extra-thin date 
Open 5 

Open 5 

Heavy date 

54 almost touch 
Open 5 

Large knob on 6 
Small knob on 6 


QUARTERS 


Heavy date, closed 5 
Heavy date, closed 5 
Heavy date, 54 touch 


HALF DOLLARS 


Thin numerals 
Thin numerals 
Splked 4 

Thin numerals 
Closed 4 

Open 4 

Open 5 

Open 5 

Open 5 

64 almost touch 
7 1 apart 


XR 


=< 
za 


A BAW Aw we aS 


Ge Aa ae aa 


3069 


3105 


3244 
Be 
3260 
3270 
3281 
3282 
3287 
3308 
3387 
3388 


3980 
3982 
3996 


4744 
4768 
4790 
4799 
4808 
4811 
4820 
4822 
4836 
4921 
4957 
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1848/7/6 
1849/8/6 


1849/8 


1876 (over 5?) 


1846/5 
1846/5-0 
1865/? 


1856/4 


1872 


1854-0 

1868-S 

1873 Arrows 
1876-CC Type | 
1888-S 


184) 
1847 
1863 


1853 A&R 
1872 


Table 6 


HALF DIMES 


DIMES 


QUARTERS 


HALF DOLLARS 


DOLLARS 


Table 7 


HALF DIMES 


Doubled obverse dle 


DIMES 


Doubled obverse dle 
Doubled reverse dle 
Doubled obverse dle 
Doubled reverse dle 
Doubled reverse die 


QUARTERS 
Doubled reverse dle 
Doubled reverse dle 
Partly doubled date 
and legend 


HALF DOLLARS 


Doubled reverse dle 
Doubled reverse dle 


XR 
VR 


VR 


YR 


VR 
VR 
VR 


XR 


XR 


VR 


VR 


YR 


3044 
3052 


3257 


4081 


4787 
4795 
4925 


5454 


ate 


3288 
3347 
3368 
3397 
3442 


3945 
3970 


4035 


4839 
4965 


1840-0 
1842-0 


1857 
1858 


1864 


1841 


1841-0 
1861 
1876-CC 
1877 
1877-S 
1877-CC 
1878 
1878-CC 


1839 
1860 
1861 
1865-S 
1875 
1876 
1876-S 


1845-0 Small 0 
1846/5-0 
1850-0 Open 5 
1851-0 

1853-0 

1856-S 

1858 

1859-S 

1860 

1860-0 

1860-0 

1861-0 

1861-0 


HALF DIMES 


Large letters 
"No drapery" 
(lapped dle) 
Unretouched hub 
"Short pole" 
(lapped dle) 
Restrike 


DIMES 


"No drapery" 
(lapped die) 

Smal | 

Type | obverse 

Type || 

Type | 

Type | 

Type | 

Type | 

Type | 


QUARTERS 


Type | 


Tell obv / Tel rev 


Type | reverse 

Type | reverse 

Type | reverse 

Type | reverse 
| 


Type | reverse 


HALF DOLLARS 


"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
Type || reverse 
"No drapery" 
Type | reverse 
Type | reverse 
"No drapery" 
Type | reverse 
"No drapery" 


letters reverse 


XR 


VR 
XR 


VR 
XR 
YR 


DDD D 


3021 


3030 
3083 


3089 
3110 


3235 
3236 
aaa 
3400 
3401 
3403 
3406 
3411 
3413 


3936 
4024 
4029 
4041 
4072 
4080 
4084 


4784 
4796 
4825 
4828 
4844 
4871 
4881 
4895 
4895 
4897 
4899 
4903 
4905 


Table 8 
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1862-S 

1865 

1866 

1868 

1868-S 

1869-S 

1870 

1871-S 

1873 Arrows 
1873 Arrows 
1876-CC 

1877 

1877-S T.l rev 
1877-S Tell rev 


Type |! reverse 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 


Quadruple obv stripes 
Triple obv stripes 


Type || reverse 
Type | reverse 
"No drapery" 
"No drapery" 


4912 
4925 
4934 
4945 
4945 
4948 
4951 
4959 
4975 
4976 
5006 
5007 
5013 
5015 


COLLECTION OPTIONS 


As stated In the Introduction to thls monograph, the Liberty seated serles, the longest total serles In the 
history of U.sS.e colnage (taking al! denominations Into account), Is one of the least collected. 


There are probably a number of reasons for thls, but two seem obvious: 
1 - Each of the denominations suffers from the fact that 5% to 20% of the colns are relatively expensive 
compared to the other 80% to 95%. While collectors don't mind paying extra money for three or four colns to 
complete a serles, they think twice about taking on serles where there are ten or more. 
2 - For purposes of thIs discusslon, we can classify collectors Into two groups: 
A) those who are attracted to common colns In uncirculated condition, and therefore fInd appeal In 
20th Century matertal), and 
B) those’who are attracted to less common colns In circulated grades, and therefore fInd appeal tn early 
19th Century (Bust copper and silver) materlal by dle varlety. 
This leaves series |!ke Liberty Seated and Barber colnage relatively Ignored, In that they are "nelther fIsh 
nor fowl." That Is: 
- they are too rare and expensive to be collected In uncirculated condition, but 
- Insufficlent research has been done on the serles to attract dle varlety speclallsts. 


However, It may be these two drawbacks that make the Liberty Seated series so appealing to those who do 
speclalize In thls area: - 
- The colns are extremely underpriced In relation to the total number of specimens surviving, and 
- Patience, experlence, and a tralned eye are sufficient tools to help anyone cherrypick known rare 


varletiles and maybe even discover some new varieties. 
WIth thls In mind, here are some collection options: 


Denomination Collecting. This Involves bullding a collection of one or more of the denominations of Liberty 
Seated colnage: 
- |f you collect half dimes In VF, you can expect to have to pay over $100 for about 15 of the colns. 
- If you collect dimes, about 30 of themwil!l be over $100 each In VF, Including flve that are pushing 
$1,000: the 1869-0, 1871-CC, 1872-CC, 1875-CC, and 1874-CC. 
- If you collect quarters, over 50 of the colns wil! run you over $100 In VF. The most expensive ($1,000 
or more) are the 1842-0 Small Date, 1849-0, 1870-CC, 1871-CC, 1872-CC, and 1873-CC. 
- If you collect half dollars, over 40 wlll run you $100 or more In VF. The most expensive ($1,000 
or more) are the 1842-0 Smal! Date, 1847/6, 1853-0 No Arrows, 1855-S, 1870-CC, 1873 No Arrows Open 3, 
and 1878-S. 
- If you collect dollars, all of the colns will cost you over $100 In VF. 


Too expensive? Then you can always collect most of the coins In VF and go down to G or VG for the expensive 
ones. Or, If you are really on a tight budget, you can collect all of the coins In G or VG. 


Mintmark Collecting. If the "pricey" colns In the above option still seem frightening, one very attractive 
option Is to collect one or more of the denominations by Philadelphia ("P") mint only- Almost none of these 
run over $100 each, with the exception of some varleties (overdates, etc.e), and you can skip these, too, 
concentrating only on a strict date set. 


On the other hand, If you have lots of discretionary Income and are looking for a real challenge, you may want 
to focus on coilecting mintmark sets other than Philadelphia. In the Liberty Seated serles: 

- New Orleans (0) colns were minted from 1838 to 1861 (varyIng by denomination). 

- Carson CIty (CC) colns were minted from 1870-1878 (varying by denomination). 

- San Francisco (S) colns were minted from 1855-1891 (varying by denomination). 
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Vartety Collecting. One of the most challenging, rewarding, fun, educational, and Inexpensive collecting 
‘options Is to collect by "Breen" varlety (a la Walter Breen's Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colontal 
Colns). Breen I!sts many hundreds of varleties that are not IIsted In the Redbook, and are thus usually 
avallable for "standard date price." The varieties that Breen belleves to be Rare, Very Rare, or Extremely 
Rare are IIsted In Tables 3 through 8. However, there are many more hundreds of varleties Identified In his 


comprehenslve volume that are more common. 


As regards collecting Breen varieties, there are a number of options: 
- Collect only the Rare, Very Rare, or Extremely Rare varieties: 
- for the whole serles or 
- for one denomination. 
Collect only the Rare, Very Rare, or Extremely Rare varlteties of a certain type (mintmark varleties, 
date configuration varieties, etce, as per Tables 3 through 8): 
- for the whole serles or 
- for one denomination. 
Collect al! Breen varleties, even the common ones: 
= for the whole serles or 


- for one denomination. 
Collect all Breen varieties, even the common ones, of a certaln type (mintmark varleties, date 


configuration varieties, etc.): 
- for the whole serles or 
- for one denomination. 


If you speclal!lze In Breen varieties, you may really get lucky one day and have Ken Bressett I!Ist some of them 
In the Redbook, at which time the prices will start to Increase as "Redbook set" collectors "discover" them 
and decide that they need to add them to thelr collections. 


Furthermore, If and when Liberty Seated research and publ IshIing every get to the polnt that Bust copper and 
stlver colnage research and publishing are, where detalls of all of the colns and thelr rarlty ratings are 
easily accessible to all collectors, you will have a headstart on a truly valuable and sought-after 


collection. 


Type Set Collecting. Another Interesting and enjoyable challenge Is to bulld a type set of Liberty Seated 
colnagee While you can make the set "basic," "comprehensive," or something In between, the 25 colns IIsted In 
Table 9 are considered to represent a "standard" Liberty Seated type set. To assist you In selecting a price 
range, the table also IIsts the average prices for common colns In each type In three grades: Very Good (VG), 
Very Fine (VF) and Almost Uncirculated (AU). 


Die State Collecting. Finally, for the true specialist, there Is dle state collecting, which Involves 
collecting one or more years by dle state. Die state refers to the deterlorlation of the dle over Its striking 
l1fee Monograph #2 on Early SI!ver colnage explains the concept In more detall. 
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